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BEEF PEPTONOIDS 


THE ONLY PERFECT FOOD EVER PRODUCED. 





THe Nutritive ConsTITUENTS OF BEEF AND MILK wiTH GLUTEN. 


Each Ounce of Powder represents Ten Ounces of Beef, Wheat, and Milk. 


ist. BEEF PEPTONOIDS, as now prepared, is both pleasant to the taste and 
to the smell. 

2d. There is no food-preparation that compares with it in nutritive properties. 

3d. It contains over ninety-eight per cent of nutritious matter. 

4th. One ounce of BEEF PEPTONOIDS contains more nourishment than five 
pints of beef tea prepared from eighty ounces of beef. 

sth. BEEF PEPTONOIDS is the only preparation, rich in nitrogenous matter, 
that is pleasant to the taste. 

6th. It has the advantage of being easily and quickly prepared for use. 





BEEF PEPTONOIDS 


CHOLERA INFANTUM 


will be found superior to all foods. Ten per cent of the Beef is peptonized, 
which is sufficient to stimulate natural digestion. 











“Beef Peptonoids is by far the most nutritious and concentrated food I have ever met with. Indeeda 
a palatable and assimilable and in every way acceptable article of food, containing nearly seventy per cent 
of purely nutritive nitrogenous material, has never before, to my knowledge, been offered to the Medical 
Profession or to the public.” ‘ Pror. JOHN ATTFIELD, London. 


‘Beef Peptonoids has an extremely high nutritive value. It is easily digested, and is a valuable nutri- 
tive food for invalids and convalescents. Its odor and flavor surpass any preparation of meat ever examined 
by me. It merits my fullest indorsement.” Dr. STUTZER, Bonn, Germany, 

Director of the Imperial Chemical Laboratory for Rhenish Prussia, 


“Beef Peptonoids is the most concentrated nitrogenous food I have ever examined. It is a complete 
Sood. consisting of ninety-five per cent of assimilable :olids of the most nutritious character.” 
’ Pror. C. R. C. TICHBORNE, Duéd/in, [reland, 
Professor Chemistry Carmichael College of Medicine, Fellow of the Institute of Chemistry, 
President Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland, ete. 








Price, in four ounce packages, $1; also, for convenience and economy, we put up 
Beer Pepronoips in sixteen-ounce tins, which will be sent.to any physician’s address, 
post-paid, on receipt of $2.50. Sample mailed on application. 

Thanking the profession for generous support in the past, we,remain, 


Very respectfully, 


Reep & Carnrick, New York. 
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DIPHTHERITIO PARALYSIS.* 


J. W. HOLLAND, A, M., M. D. 


Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine, Uni- 
versity of Louisville. 


Among the sequels of diphtheria, paral- 
ysis takes a primal place. At least ten per 
cent of the cases will present some muscu- 
lar weakness at a period more or less re- 
mote from the, initial throat affection. 
There is much variety in respect to the 
duration of this interval when the patient 
is free from any paralysis (it may last a 
month or more), likewise there are differ- 
ences in the forms and in the course of the 
paralytic symptoms. The following case 
will illustrate the average run: 


On March 15, 1884, I saw, with Dr. F.' 


C. Leber, a patient, J. M., aged eighteen 
years, white male. A week before Christ- 
mas, 1883, he had fever, sore throat, and 
general weakness. He was confined to the 
house three days, and then managed to go 
to his work at the saddler’s bench. In a 
week after the recovery of his throat from 
soreness, his voice became nasal and swal- 
lowing of finids became difficult owing to 
regurgitation into the nose. A few days 
thereafter his legs gave out in walking and 


. felt heavy and numb. Then the ailment 


attacked his arms so that he had to quit 
work altogether. At no time did he have 
pain in the affected parts. There was at 
one period diplopia and a dimness of vision 
which was corrected by glasses, most prob- 
ably a paralysis of accommodation. 

On March 15th I found him with good 
use of his arms. The paralysis of the 
palate with the resulting nasal voice and 
embarrassed deglutition had disappeared 
three weeks before. His pulse and breath- 
ing were normal. He was unable to walk 


*Read before the Kentucky State Medical Association, 
June 5, 1884. 
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or even to raise his feet from the floor, 
owing to the weakness in the muscles of 
the thighs. The patellar-tendon reflex was 
absent. Electro-contractility was slightly 
diminished; sensibility was normal. The 
treatment instituted by Dr. Leber was con- 
tinued. It consisted of a tonic of iron, 
quinine, and strychnia, while faradism and 
massage were used daily upon the lower ex- 
tremities. In two months he was com- 
pletely restored. 

The assertion. that this is an average case 
is based upon the following points: First 
in order came the palatal weakness, when 
the patient had been convalescent a week. 
Then there was transient squint and paral- 
ysis of the ciliary muscle. As was usual 
the inferior extremities were attacked be- 
fore the superior, though the trunk escaped. 
Sensory impairment was present early in 
the history, but had disappeared at the time 
of my examination. Absence of the pa- 
tellar-tendon reflex confirmed the observa- 
tion of Dr. Buzzard, who found this the rule 
at a certain stage of diphtheritic paralysis. 
There is a strong tendency to recovery, as 
is shown in the statistics which give ninety 
per cent with that termination. 

When the muscles of the trunk are im-- 
plicated, there is danger that the circulation 
and respiration will be fatally compromised, 
as was the case in the two patients whose 
history will now be reported : 

December 13, 1883, I called, with Dr. R. 
B. Gilbert in consultation, to see the child 
of B. C., aged six years, female. She had 
experienced diphtheria of mild grade some 
weeks before. Twenty days after the sub- 
sidence of fever and throat symptoms, it 
was observed that she was weak in the legs, 
then that she dropped objects from her 
hand unintentionally. Finally the paresis 
invaded the trunk, neck, face, palate, and 
fauces, in the order named. At the time 
I saw her first she sat in a limp attitude in 
her mother’s lap, her face expressionless, 
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_ eyelids drooping, and mouth open, drib- 
bling saliva. Articulation and deglutition 
were both impaired. She could not use 
with effect a single limb. The knee reflex 
was absent and electro-contractility less- 
ened. In three weeks from the onset of 
paralytic symptoms she died. A few days 
before death the pulse became intermittent 
and dyspnea developed a few minutes be- 
fore the syncope which ended her life. 
Paralysis of the heart is supposed to have 
been the cause of death. Treatment made 
but little impression upon the march of her 
symptoms, though for days at a time there 
would be some amelioration in swallowing 
and speech. The elixir of iron, quinine, 
and strychnia, with faradism and massage 
to the muscles, and general hot salt-water 
baths daily were the main agencies relied 
on. 
December 18, 1883, I saw, with Dr. 
Douglas Morton, another fatal case, B. B., 
aged six years, male. Twelve weeks after 
an unusually mild attack of fever and throat 
inflammation his mother observed a nasal 
tone of voice and impeded articulation. 
Later on deglutition was impaired, locomo- 
tion became uncertain and was attended by 
giddiness. The eyes were prominent to a 
degree of exophthalmos, owing to weak- 


ness in the palpebral and ocular muscles. 
There was dilatation of the pupils and loss 


of visual accommodation. When I first 
saw him he was anemic and bedridden, the 
trouble in swallowing caused an accumula- 
tion of mucus in the throat and mouth 
which annoyed him extremely. Increas- 
ing frequency of respiration led on to la- 
bored breathing, dyspnea, and great anx- 
iety. Attacks of alarming faintness came 
on when he was moved. . The dyspnea 
grew worse, cyanosis supervened and lasted 
during two days of oxygen inhalations until 
fatal syncope came to the sufferer’s relief. 
The final symptoms were attributed to in- 
vdivement of the respiratory muscles and 
diaphragm; dyspnea probably ended in the 
usual heart clot. Some of the paralyzed 
muscles had lost their faradic contractility, 
in others it was diminished to a slight ex- 
tent only. The paralytic phenomena had 
been ushered in with febrile movement, 
which yielded to quinine. For the anemia 
iron and other tonics were used. The re- 
spiratory trouble was combated with bella- 
donna, nux vomica, oxygen inhalations, and 
large sinapisms about the chest. The par- 
alysis lasted about six weeks, and during 
that time electricity and massage were 


faithfully kept up without obvious improve- 
ment. 

The results of treatment have not been 
such as to inspire confidence in any thera- 
peutics when the respiratory muscles or the 
heart become seriously affected. The treat- 
ment employed in the cases just reported is 
based upon the most rational view of a 
pathology which is itself involved in great 
obscurity. No uniform lesion has been 
found after death. The general drift is to- 
ward the opinion that the trouble is periph- 
eral mainly if not entirely, and of the na- 
ture of anemia. The idea of something 
specific in its cause is negatived by the ob- 
servation that the post-febrile palsies of 
other acute diseases differ from it princi- 
pally in degree. The profound anemia 
and asthenia of diphtheria may be the ex- 
planation of the great gravity of the paral- 
ysis which follows it. However, too little 
is known about the matter to make it prof- 
itable for further discussion. Treatment 
addressed to general anemia and local 
stimulants to the paralyzed parts is the line 
marked out by the latest views. These will 
usually suffice to cure in a few weeks or 
months unless the heart or respiratory mus- 
cles are attacked. In that event I should 
put the patient in bed to lower the physio- 
logical need to a minimum, give digitalis, 
nux vomica, and oxygen inhalations, and 
apply sinapisms or other local stimulants 
to the chest wall. Even at the best there 
is small hope that these vital muscles can 
hold out long enough for the recuperative 
tendency to declare itself. Their imperfect 
action compromises the nutritive processes 
to a degree almost necessarily fatal to their 
own recovery. Something may be done 
in the way of prevention by invoking the 
conservative forces methodically, not only 
during the attack of diphtheria but even 
after convalescence is well established. 
Rest, freedom from worry, easily digested 
food, bitters, and ferruginous tonics will go 
far toward preventing the cogditions that 
are believed to underlie all the post-febrile 
paralyses. 

LOUISVILLE. 








Tue New York Board of Health has dis- 
charged its corps of experts, engaged to 
examine into adulterations in food and 
drugs, owing to lack of funds. It is prob 
able that there is no lack of funds among 
those interested in thwarting the purposes 
of the corps. 
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THUMBS." 


ODD SYMPTOMS OBSERVED IN UTERINE 
HEMORRHAGES; THREE CASES. 


BY J. W. IRWIN, M.D. 


Mrs. J. R., aged fifty-four years, a native 
of France, had been confined to the bed 
for four or five days prior to my visit with 
an ‘attack of uterine hemorrhage. She ap- 
peared very pale and exhausted. The 
hemorrhage was not very abundant, but 
there was a steady flow and it was of a 
bright red color. She was coniplaining of 
severe pain in the adductor and abductor 
muscles of the. thumbs. The pain was of 
burning, lancinating character, which at 
times extended to the ends of the thumbs, 
and again it would shoot up the arms to 
the shoulders. She had attacks of numb- 
ness in the ends of the thumbs, occurring 
once or twice daily, which would last for 
three or four hours and then gradually 
cease, to be followed by jerkings of the 
flexor and extensor muscles of the forearm. 
The pain would never entirely cease; 
sometynes it would remit but never inter- 
mit, and it was the most severe during the 
night. Anodynes had to be given to pro- 
cure sleep. While in bed she was troubled 
with attacks of vertigo and blindness, after 
which the pain and numbness would be- 
come-more severe. She had no fever; on 
the contrary, her temperature was below 
the normal, and her extremities were cold 
andclammy. A notable feature of this case 
was the unusually well-developed thumbs. 
For one living in affluent circumstances 
and not accustomed to doing manual labor, 
her thumbs were quite large, broad at the 
ends, and long. The thumbs did not show 
any sign of disease, nor did pressure over 
the seat of pain increase her suffering. 

An examination of the uterus was made 
per vaginam, which revealed nothing ab- 
normal except some congestion and a patu- 
lous os. 

Notwithstanding the use of hemostatics 
and tonics which were freely administered, 
the hemorrhage persisted, though not as se- 
verely as at the onset of the attack, for sev- 
enteen days. The pain and numbness did 
not cease until the thirty-fifth day from the 
beginning of the hemorrhage. 

In March of 1882, one year later, she 
had a second attack, only differing from the 
previous one in duration, the latter hemor- 
thage lasting fourteen days, and the pain 


*Read before the Louisville Medico-Chirurgical Society, 
June, 1884. 


and numbness twenty-three days. During 
the latter attack quinine was administered, 
which seemed to rather increase her suf- 
fering. 

Her previous history was fair. Her pa- 
rents came to the United States when she 
was four years of age. She has always led 
an active life, and had good health up 
to within the last five years. During the 
latter period she had uterine hemorrhages, 
occurring at irregular intervals of two, 
three, and four months... At no time did 
the quantity of blood lost exceed more 
than a few ounces. The hemorrhages oc- 
curred without pain. She is the mother of 
ten living children, and has had one mis- 
carriage, which occurred at the third month 
of -utero-gestation. The youngest child is 
now twelve years of age. Her family his- 
tory was good so far as she knew, and all 
of her relatives lived to old age. 

The foregoing case was one of a group 
of three such cases that came under my 
observation within a brief period, and I 
trust the above account, imperfect as it is, 
will serve for all, and I will merely allude 
to the points of difference in the others. 

Case ul: Mrs. J. T., aged thirty-eight 
years, an American, was the mother of 
twelve children. She had no miscarriages. 
She attended to the duties of a housewife. 
Her hands were quite large. 

Case m1: Mrs. H., forty-seven years 
of age, of German nativity, the wife of a 
mechanic. Had done some light house- 
work prior to her marriage, and for some 
years afterward she attended to the entire 
work of her own house. She was the 
mother of ten children, and had no mis- 
carriages. She had two thumbs on one 
hand, both of which were well developed. 

In the two latter cases the hemorrhages 
did not last over ten days, and the pain 
did not continue long after the hemorrhage 
ceased. Neither had the two latter cases 
irregular hemorrhages. 

Seeing three such cases within one year 
induces me to notice at least their pecul- 
iarities, and consider whether the phenom- 
ena were purely accidental occurrences, or 
did such disturbances accompany, to a 
greater or lesser extent, such diseases? 

After a careful perusal of -the literature 
on “diseases of women” to which I had 
access, I failed to discover a description of 
like symptoms occurring in uterine hemor- 
rhages. Thjs led me to believe that the 
unusual symptoms observed in these cases 
were due to an excessive development of 
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the trophic nerve filaments in the thumbs, 
and not, as I was at first inclined to think, 
merely accidental. But in the present 
light of the knowledge we have of this 
wonderful sympathetic system of nerves 
this view must be, to a great extent, con- 
jectural. We must wait for the scientists 
of this progressive age to give us informa- 
tion on a subject of which we know as yet 
almost nothing. 

In submitting the report of these cases 
for your consideration, I trust you will par- 
don a slight digression. Aside from the 
novelty of these cases in a clinical point of 
view, there is another suggestion that oc- 
curs to me. 

It will be remembered that all three pa- 
tients were the mothers of numerous ¢hil- 
drei, and that each had large and well-de- 
veloped thumbs. It is a well-known fact 
that scientists have attempted to prove that 
the thumb is an index to the power of the 
mind. They lay much stress on the size 
and shape of the thumb. We are told that 
it is an infallible sign that people who have 
long thumbs, well developed, and broad at 
the ends, and can be made to curve back- 
ward and upward, are endowed with the 
most powerful mental faculties. If it be 
true that the thumb is an index to the men- 
tal faculties, the facts in the above cases 
may go to make up some proof that it is 
also an index to the procreativeness of 
women? I think it is possible that such 
a connection does exist, and that future ob- 
servations may enlighten us on this subject. 

LOUISVILLE. | 
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Kentucky STaTeE SANITARY COUNCIL.— 
We are informed by the secretary of the 
State Board of Health, Dr. J. N. McCor- 
mack, that the next semi-annual meeting of 
the State Sanitary Council will be held in 
Elizabethtown on the first Tuesday and 
Wednesday of October. Col. George Ba- 
ber, editor of the Louisville Sunday Argus, 
is the president elect. 


CoNnFEDERATE MEMORIAL EXHIBIT AT THE 
SouTHERN ExposiITIon, LouIsviILLe.—The 
Southern Exposition of 1884 desires to 
make an exhibit of Federal and Confeder- 
ate relics of the late war, and for this pur- 
pose has appointed the following commit- 
tee: 


E. H. McDonald, Army Northern 
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Virginia, D. W. Sanders, Army of the Ten- 
nessee, John S. Jackman, Army of the Ten- 
nessee. 

It is desired by the committee, in the 
prosecution of the duty assigned to them, 
to make the Confederate exhibit illustrate 
the South as it appeared during the memor- 
able struggle. For this purpose they wish 
to secure all articles of manufacture, either 
for war or domestic purposes, arms, uni- 
forms, flags, books, newspapers, in fact, 
every thing used or produced by the South 
during the war, together with portraits or 
photographs of distinguished citizens, and 
manuscripts or papers that will represent 
the genius and heroism which has given 
birth to the energy of the New South of 
to-day. 

All persons having such articles, which 
they are willing to contribute or loan for 
this purpose, are requested to communicate 
with the committee. Federal soldiers who 
have captured articles of this character are 
requested to aid our undertaking, and it is 
promised to give them a conspicuous place, 
with the date and name of captor. 

The Southern Exposition is to Be con- 
ducted on even a grander scale than last 
year. It will represent the arts, the indus- 
tries, and the products of Kentucky and 
the South, while the exhibits from the North 
will illustrate the activity and energy which 
has made that section so powerful and 
wealthy. 

More than a million of our countrymen 
will witness this grand exhibition, and it is 
eminently appropriate that, among the 
crowded evidences of the prosperity of 
our common country, there should be 
these historical, relics of that great strug- 
gle that in the skill of its operations and 
the magnitude of its undertakings gave so 
much character and dignity to the people 
of both sections. 

The newspapers in both the North and 
South are requested to give publication to 
this invitation, and thus aid in an effort 
that will be instructive in its lesson of the 
past and productive of good in its reminder 
of the common interests of the present. 


FEDERAL. MEMORIAL EXHIBIT, SOUTHERN 
Exposition, LouisviLLE.—Thos. A. Speed, 
R. M. Kelly, and John Mason Brown have 
been appointed a committee, by the Board 
of Directors of the Southern Exposition, 
on Federal Memorials of the Civil War. 

A similar committee has been appointed 
on Confederate Memorials, and the two 
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committees wil] act in concert with each 
other. e 

The purpose in view is to make a collec- 
tion of objects of interest connected with 
the late war, and which illustrate its events 
and incidents. Many persons have in their 
possession memorials and relics of battle- 
fields, campaigns,.and marches, each of 
which is a witness of thrilling scenes. In 
many homes there are flags torn and perfo- 
rated with bullets; swords, ‘pistols, and 
other arms and articles which are cherished 
for their historic value. There are also let- 
ters and documents, written and printed, 
and newspapers, maps, and such like me- 
morials of the war carefully laid away. 

All such things are interesting to every 
one. The crowds which will visit the Ex- 
position will derive pleasure and profit from 
an exhibition of such a collection. 

It is earnestly requested that all officers 
and soldiers and citizens, who have such 
memorials of the war, to send them to any 
member of this committee. They will be 
carefully preserved and returned to the own- 
ers when the Exposition is over. 

It is proposed to label each article which 
may be sent for exhibition with the name 
of the person sending it, and also such ac- 
count of it as may be necessary to show its 
history. 


Such memorials as may be collected, f 


both Federal and Confederate, will be ex- 
hibited in one and the same apartment in 
.the Exposition. This apartment will be a 
place of rendezvous for all soldiers of both 
sides, and it will be a register where they 
may record their names. 

The committee requests the co-operation 
of every one who can aid in this work. 
With such aid, it is believed, a most inter- 
esting collection can be made. 


How To PREPARE A I TO 1,000 SOLUTION 
or CoRROSIVE SUBLIMATE.—Sir Joseph Lis- 
ter writes to the British medical Journal 
(May 24, 1884), that one dram by weight 
of a solution of one part of corrosive sub- 
limate in one and a half parts of glycerine 
contains two fifths its weight, or twenty-four 
grains of the sublimate. This multiplied 
by 1,000 (the proportion of water required), 
gives 24,000 grains, which is very nearly 
three pints. It is, however, much more 
convenient to use fluid measure than weight, 
and a fluid dram to the glycerine solution 
referred to requires four pints of water to 


produce the 1 to 1,000 solution.—Medical 
News. 


THE DANGERS OF VISITING THE SICK.— 
There are certain diseases in which cheerful 
society is one of the best agents for waking 
the sufferer from his apathy and preventing 
him brooding in despair over real or imag- 
inary sorrows, or, in other words, in which 
a gentle stimulus calls forth latent energy, 
or turns that inaction into a healthier chan- 
nel. But even in such cases it should be 
remembered that there is a point at which 
physiological exaltation passes into morbid 
excitement, and if this be overstepped the 
patient has to pay the penalty in subsequent 
exhaustion, loss of sleep, and waste of over- 
wrought tissue. But it is concerning other 
classes of patients that we would especially 
give a few words of* caution and advice. 
Acute illnesses in any form, and specific 
fevers in particular, require a judicious su- 
pervision on the part of the medical attend- 
ant, who should regard it as much a part 
of his duty to limit the visits of anxious 
friends as to order the daily sustenance of 
his charge. When the process of assim- 
ilation, and so the renewal of energy, is 
brought to its lowest ebb—e. g. in an exan- 
thematous fever—every effort should be 
made to enable the patient to maintain his 
reserve of power, and not waste it in re- 
sponse to the well-meant but ill-advised at- 
tentions of solicitous relatives. Another 
argument in favor of this contention is that 
when the mind is clouded by the influence 
of some toxic agent, or when the centers of 
organic life are assailed by the explosive 
shocks of racking pain, there is less desire 
for the tender caress and sympathetic tear. 
It makes us shudder to think of the conse- 
quences entailed by the afternoon visits of 
friends to the inmates of our general hos- 
pitals. Physicians have occasionally taken 
the pains to ascertain the effect of the ex- 
citement on the body-heat of the patient, 
and with the result of finding that it now 
and then amounted to a sharp, though usu- 
ally short-lived, elevation. Again, imagine 
the danger of ‘emotional excitement to a 
delicate female, almost pulseless from pro- 
tracted hysterical vomiting. What is more 
calculated to arouse and throw into dis- 
ordefly, and perhaps fatal, activity the forces 
upon the conservation of which the contin- 
uance of life depends? As we write we 
have before us a letter setting forth the reck- 
less exposure to danger that is daily going 
on in connection with some of the London 
smallpox hospitals. Relatives of patients 
are allowed to enter these institutions, con- 
verse with their friends, and then, without 
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the slightest attempt at disinfection, to carry 
away the contagium of variola into the 
crowded paths of human intercourse.— 
Lancet. 


ANESTHETIZATION OF CATTLE BEFORE 
SLAUGHTER.—At the request of the Jewish 
‘*Board of Shechita,’”’ Dr. Henry Behrend 
recently induced Mr. Waldemar Roecke]l to 
undertake a research with a view of ascer- 
taining how far it was practicable to anes- 
thetize animals before slaughtering. The 
late Mr. James Shuter became associated 
with Mr. Roeckel, and these two investi- 
gators, as a first experiment, twice admin- 
istered nitrous oxide gas to a sheep that was 
about to be killed. Complete anesthesia, 
as evidenced by the abolition of the con- 
junctival reflex, was attained in eight min- 
utes in the first case, and in seven in the 
second. It was found also that this process 
of anesthetization had not depreciated the 
market value of the sheep. As, however, 
this was not a practical solution of the diffi- 
culty, Mr. Roeckel made a few experiments 
with carbonic acid gas, and found that anes- 
thesia could be produced in the dog in sev- 
en and a half minutes, by fixing an India- 
rubbér bag, of the capacity of a liter, to its 
muzzle. In this way the animal soon began 
to breathe an atmosphere of carbonic acid 
gas. Mr. Roeckel does not believe that the 
dog suffers much during the process; the 
struggling, which is so distressing to wit- 
ness, occurring at a period when the animal 
is already unconscious. This view certain- 
ly finds support in what we know with re- 
gard to the struggling witnessed in man 
when nitrous oxide gas or chloroform is ad- 
ministered, the patient being quite uncon- 
scious of struggles which appear distressing 
to a bystander. Carbonic acid gas, there- 
fore, appeared to Mr. Roeckel to be an 
agent which fulfills the requirements in cer- 
tain respects. It is cheap, effectual, and 
fairly rapid; that is to say, when adminis- 
tered pure, it produces the full effect in 
about four minutes. But he points out that 
there are difficulties in the way of bringing 
’ the method into use, inasmuch as some skill 
is required to decide when anesthesia is’ pro- 
duced, and the maintenance of the appa- 
ratus in an efficient condition would be a 
matter of difficulty and expense. These 
objections have the more weight, as the 
method employed in Jewish slaughter-houses 
can not be considered cruel. The animal 
is “cast,” and its head is extended by means 
of a chain passed under the chin. In this 


way the neck is made tense, and then, by 
one powerful incision, the operator divides 
all the structures, arteries, veins, trachea, 
and esophagus, down to the vertebral col- 
umn. As Mr. Roeckel justly observes, by 
the severance of the large blood-vessels, the 
brain must be rendered almost instantane- 
ously, if not quite instantaneously, so ane- 
mic as to be no longer capable of receiving 
an impression of pain; unconsciousness 
must so closely follow this sweeping incision, 
that the animal can: have little or no sensa- 
tion. We shall be glad to hear the result of 
Mr. Roeckel’s investigation, should he pur- 
sue it further; but we very much question 
whether any method of anesthetization can 
be devised which would not, in its practical 
application, be open to far graver objec- 
tions.— British Medical Journal. 


Vivisection.—During the year 1883, ac- 
cording to the annual report just issued to 
Parliament, five hundred and sixty-nine ex- 
periments were performed on living animals 
in the United Kingdom, thirty-four of these 
being carried out in Ireland. Fifty-five ex- 
periments were performed without anesthet- 
ics, and one hundred and twenty-two under 
certificates giving permission to preserve the 
life of the animal after recovery from anes- 
thesia. Of this last class of experiments, the 
report states that in one hundred and four- 
teen cases the operation consisted of inocu- 
lation with various septic matters or morbific 
organisms, for the greater part connected 
with an important inquiry into the nature of 
tubercular affections. No pain was inflicted 
in these cases, except in about fourteen or 
fifteen instances in which disease was pro- 
duced, but which was very trifling. In the 
remaining eight cases, in which more se- 
rious operations were required, as these 
were effected under anesthesia, the only suf- 
fering in the animals that survived would be 
that which attends the ordinary repair of a 
“surgical injury.” —AMedical Press. 


BacreRIA 1N Bricks.—One of our daily 
contemporaries looks upon bricks as a “new 
sanitary danger.” M. Parize has found liv- 
ing germs not only on the surface, but in 
the interior of the brick itself. Clay which 
has been burnt does not seem to have been 
thereby deprived of the power of harbor- 
ing such alleged unwelcome visitors as bac- 
teria. We are not told precisely what sort 
of micro-organisms were discovered, but it 
must be remembered that even bacteria are 
susceptible of classification into harmless, 
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useful, and noxious. ‘There is no good rea- 
son for being alarmed at the presence of 
these germs in burnt clay, for the atmos- 
phere itself is known at times, probably al- 
ways, to contain varying numbers of them. 
It is certainly not wise to conjure up new 
“sanitary dangers,” on the receipt of infor- 
mation not altogether of a novel character. 
Let the public, therefore, not be alarmed. 
Deus nobis hac otia fecit.— Lancet. 


SURGICAL SCARLET Fever.—At a debate 
upon this question (Lancet) before the Lon- 
don Harveian Society, May 15th, Mr. Ed- 
mund Owen related three cases of surgical 
scarlet fever. In one case tracheotomy was 
performed for the remoyal of a fish-bone. 
Scarlet fever ensued after two days, and the 
nurse took genuine scarlet fever from the 
patient. An operation for cleft palate in a 
boy was followed by elevation of tempera- 
ture, erythematous rash, and albuminuria. 
Scarlet fever was at that moment prevalent 
in the hospital. The fact that eight days 
after the operation the wound was found to 
have healed from end to end showed that no 
asthenic influence was exercised. The third 
case was one of amputation of the thigh for 
disease of the knee-joint. Sore throat and 
regurgitation through the nose led to the sus- 
picion of scarlet fever, although the temper- 
ature was normal, and the patient was sent 
to the Fever Hospital, where the wound 
progressed most favorably. No desquama- 
tion was noticed. Dr. Meadows regretted 
that the terms ‘‘ surgical” and “ puerperal 
scarlet fever’ had ever been invented. The 
disease in every case conveys itself and 
nothing else. Whoever attends any consid- 
erable number should not attend pregnant 
‘women. As to the mode of infection, an 
analogy had been drawn between the pla- 
cental site and an amputation wound. No 
such analogy existed; and, in addition, the 
vagina was closed and also the uterus prac- 
tically. But there did exist a condition of 
blood causing susceptibility to the poison. 
Although little could be said in support of 
carbolized spray during delivery, vaginal | 
and uterine injections were of the greatest’ 
value in removing the secretions, which most 
frequently were answerable for puerperal 
fever. Uterine injections should only be 
practiced according to definite rules, regard 
to which would preclude the danger ‘of peri- 
tonitis ab injectione. 


A Dear anp Dumps Concress was held 
at Stockholm, from July 1st to 5th. 


A CALL AnD A FaLi.—A hurried ring at 
the surgery bell after midnight brought the 
doctor quickly to the window, which he 
threw up to inquire the cause of the hasty 
appeal to his monitor, and leaning forward, 
he fell through the window onto the pave- 
ment beneath. The servant girl who had 
run with the message, on seeing the sudden 
appearance of the white-clad form, fled with 
fright, shrieking “A ghost! a ghost!” To 
make matters worse, an untoward addition 
to the scene was presented by the doctor’s 
wife, who, finding that her husband had dis- 
appeared in this unexpected manner, and 
hearing the voice, hastened into the street 
to his help. The wirid blew the door to as 
soon as she got through it, and in a con- 
dition of anything but full dress, the anxious 
wife came to the rescue of the unfortunate 
husband, whose knee cap had been broken 
by the fall.—Zancet. 


ON THE CONDITION OF THE URETHRA IN 
GonorrRHEA.—Dr. D. J. Hamilton (Practi- 
tioner) gives a careful description of a penis 
examined by him. He thinks that the con- 
dition of the mucous membrane in gonor- 
rhea is analogous to that of the bronchi in 
an acute inflammation of those tubes. That 
there is an excess in proliferation of unde- 
veloped epithelium. That pain experienced 
during micturition is caused by the surface 
of the urethra being deprived of its pro- 
tecting membrane. He also found that the 
inflammation extended to the seminal tubes 
and also to the epididymis. 

In a word he would have us believe that 
gonorrhea is a catarrh of the urethra.—De- 
troit Lancet. 


YELLOw Fever.—Twenty deaths from 
yellow fever occurred in Havana during the 
week ending June 28th. The disease is 
slightly on the increase. Tampa, Fla.,-and 
El Paso, Tex., on petition of the inhabit- 
ants, are allowed each a government san- 
itary inspector, with power to quarantine 
against the invader. Much apprehension is 
felt along the western border of Texas, as 
Mexico fails to keep up either a quarantine 
system or to look after the sanitary condi- 
tion of her seaboard towns. 


Pernicious IcE-cREAMS.—Dr. Alexander 
Harkin states that several cases have come 


- under his attention in which lads have be- 


come scriously ill after eating some of the 
cheap ice-creams which are sold by itine- 
rant vendors in the streets. During the last 
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month he has been attending a boy suffering 
from enteric fever, and whose life is not yet 
out of danger. This boy’s illness Dr. Har- 
kin states can be distinctly traced to his hav- 
ing eaten a quantity of ice-cream and other 
stuff at the stall of one of these itinerant 
vendors. During the summer a large num- 
ber of these ice-creams are sold in the streets, 
principally to the young, who are often any 
thing but cautious as to what they eat at 
street stalls.— Zancet. 


ProFr. VERNEUIL treats cold abscess suc- 
cessfully after the following method: Draw 
off the pus by an aspirator and then inject 
the abscess sack with about a half an ounce 
of an ethereal solution of iodoform (one 
part to five). If a reaccumulation of pus 
takes place, several repetitions of this pro- 
cedure become necessary, but the patient 
improves and a cure may be expected in a 
few months.—Maryland Medical Journal. 


TRICHINOSIS.—The danger of trichinosis 
does not spring only from American pork 
imported into Germany. In Berlin, during 
the month of April, there were one hundred 
and fifty-four pigs destroyed, by order of 
the inspectors, as unfit for human food; 
fourteen of them had trichinew, and one 
hundred and forty measles. 


AN unusual case of poisoning is reported 
from Glasgow, where a whole family, num- 
bering six persons, was taken seriously ill 
with all the symptoms of irritant poisoning 
after partaking of some curds and cream. 
The authorities are investigating the matter. 


THE Massachusetts Medical Society at 
its one hundred and third annual meeting, 
held in Boston, June 11th, adopted an 
amendment to its by-laws, admitting women 
to membership. The motion was presented 
by-Prof. Bowditch. 


Dr. J. M. DaCosta, of Philadelphia, 
heads the list of contributors to the S. D. 
Gross Professorship of Pathological Anat- 
omy, with a donation of $2,000. The 
Medical News reports $4,459 subscribed 
to June 28th. 


A woman was lately observed who had 
three sixteenths of a grain of atropin and 
five sixths of a grain of morphia injected 
subcutaneously. She had three respira- 
_ tions per minute, the pulse being go to 120. 
She recovered.— The Weekly Medical Review. 


Mr. Lawson Tait has promised to de- 
liver an address upon abdominal surgery 
before the Canada Medical Association, 
which meets in Montreal, on the 25th of 
August. 


A mipwiFe, having syphilis, is reported 
as having given the disease to thirty moth- 
ers, indirectly to nine of their husbands 
and two of the children. 


Dr. Banta observed a case of complete 
laceration of the vaginal cul de sac with- 
out any trouble following.— Zhe Weekly 
Medical Review. 


A GERMAN journal says that in the vil- 
lage of Zwanowka, Russia, lives a woman 
one hundred and thirty-one years old. Her 
health is excellent. 


PROFESSOR FRESENIUS, of Weisbaden, 
has established a special department in his 
Chemical Institute for bacteriological in- 
vestigation. 


Tue library of the American Medical 
Association, located at Washington, D. C., 
now numbers six thousand volumes, includ- 
ing pamphlets. 


On May 18th, Professor Heinrich Robert 
Gobbert, well known as Professor of Botany 
and Paleontology, died at Breslau, aged 
eighty-five. 


Tue International Congress of Hygiene 
meets this year at the Hague, August 21st. 
Dr. Van Overbeek de Meijer, of Utrecht, is 
secretary. Pasteur will read a paper. 


Dr. Roy has been elected to the Profes- 
sorship of Pathology in the University of 
Cambridge. ? 


One million of the inhabitants of London 
(one fourth of its population) are said to 
receive gratuitous medical aid. 

e 


Tue Criminal Court of Berlin has de- 
cided ‘‘that a fetus becomes legally a hu- 
man being the moment labor has begun.” 


In Baltimore, for the week ending July 
5th, there were reported sixty-nine deaths 
from cholera infantum. 


Ercotin is said to be of great value in 
both chronic and acute alcoholism. 
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BERGH V8, PASTEUR. 





The Record, of July 5th, publishes the fol- 
lowing from a letter written by Mr. Henry 
Bergh, of New York City, to the president 
of the Paris Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals. Referring to Pasteur’s 
recent experiments and investigations rela- 
tive to hydrophobia, Mr. Bergh writes : 


But, revolting as are these canine massacres, 
they fall far short of the barbarities of M. Pas- 
teur, both in their atrocity and in the fatal conse- 
quences to the physical as well as moral well-being 
of the French nation. In the, outraged name of 
science this merciless empiric is poisoning the 
flocks and herds of France, after the fashion of 
his predecessor, the notorious Jenner, of England, 
who nearly a century ago commenced inoculating 
his countrymen with a noxious mucus taken from 
diseased animals, under the pretense of prevent- 
ing and curing smallpox. That the human race, 
through the unfortunate existence of Jenner, has 
been hopelessly deteriorated; that scrofula, cancer, 
and consumption, along with their hideous long 
trains of chronic diseases, is the fearful legacy of 
that man’s presence on earth, some of the most 
learned and conscientious scientists have declared 
to be their belief. A French Jenner now crawls to 
the earth’s surface and begins the fiend-like and 
disgusting work of polluting the bodies and flesh 
of the lower animals! Moreover, it is proposed 
in the Chamber of Deputies to reward this man’s 
detestable crime by voting him a pension also. 


From a time going back as far as the 


memory of this generation Mr. Bergh has 
posed as a humane reformer, and the good 
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work which he has done in lessening the 
sufferings of the lame, wind-broken, over- 
loaded, under-fed, and cruelly-driven horses, 
and the thirsty, hungry, and mercilessly 
beaten animals which have been shipped 
or driven to the metropolis for slaughter, 
have won for him the commendation of 
every well-thinking man of his time. But 
Mr. Bergh, like all reformers, has grown 
fanatical under the pressure of an over- 
wrought enthusiasm, and is now in a fair 
way to compromise his reputation with much 
of the good influence of his life-work. 

Fanatics in religion, where truth is often 
obscure, or too far beneath the surface to 
be readily perceived, or when unfolded may 
take a form or color suited to the varying 
minds which contemplate it, may distort 
or misstate facts, and still do some last- 
ing work for good; but when the clear-cut 
demonstrations of science are submitted to 
such treatment by the would-be reformer, 
the outcome can be nothing more than a 
display of ignorance, with great damage to 
his cause. 

Before an audience of men who possess 
even a smattering of pathological lore it 
would be idle to comment upon any state- 
ment made in the above extract, while the 
medical profession, who recognize the great 
blessings which thé sacrifice of a few brutes 
under the hands of our great modern inves- 
tigators has conferred upon mankind, will 
be glad to see the cause of science and hu- 
manity strengthened through the ridiculous 
denunciations of one who at one time bade 
fair to be its most vigorous and influential 
opponent. In this country, where our leg- 
islators, though often wise, are not always 
learned men, it is possible that Mr. Bergh 
might find some State legislative body which 
would give him a hearing; but there is not 
in civilized Europe a band of law-makers 
who would not be disgusted at his asper- 
sion of the two most honored names in sci- 
ence, and promptly resent the insult which 
he offers to a great profession by giving 
vivisection all the legal support which it 
may require, 
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The humane movement is the natural 
outcome of those refined sensibilities which 
a high civilization must ever bring to the 
surface; and its leaders, in combating the 
savage instincts of those who treat the brutes 
with wanton cruelty, are doing a noble Chris- 
tian work; but when they attack vivisection, 
with its beneficent uses in enabling the phy- 
sician to forestall or successfully combat 
disease in man, they show invariably a ridic- 
ulous misconception of its scientific bear- 
ings, and stand in the illogical position of 
men who allow their overweening love for 
the brute to make them blind to the best 
good of man. 

We hope that Mr. Bergh may number 
among his medical friends some man who 
is competent to give him a private lecture 
which may serve to admonish him against 
the further display of his temper and bad 
science, and make him content to utilize 
his energies in his own legitimate field. 

Let him and his fellow reformers put a 
stop to the poisoning of dogs by arsenic and 
strychnine, the cruel destruction of rats with 
phosphorus, the scorching of insects with 
fire, the tearing of the mouths and gills of 
fishes with hooks upon which living creat- 
ures are impaled; devise some less barbar- 
ous method for the slaughtering of animals 
for food, and put an embargo upon pigeon- 
and turkey-shooting for sport, with a glance 
at the uncounted hunters whose victims are 
often wounded by the shot and mangled by 
dogs before they are killed and bagged, or 
worse, escape maimed to die in slow tor- 
ment. And when the needless torture of 
these countless millions of dumb innocents 
is abated, these tender-hearted men may 
be in a position to counsel wisely those sa- 
vants who for the good of man see fit to 
sacrifice—in many instances painlessly—a 
few monkeys, dogs, rabbits, and guinea-pigs 
upon the altar of science. 





Tue daily death-rate from cholera in Tou- 
lon and Marseilles is increasing, but at this 
date the disease is still limited at these places. 
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Illustrations of the Influence of the Mind upon 
the Body in Health and Disease. Designed 
to elucidate the action of the imagination. By 
DANIEL Hack Tuxke, M.D., F.R.C. P., ete, 
Second American from second English edition. 
Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea’s Son & Co. 1884. 

It is now twelve years since Dr. Tuke’s 
first editiori was issued. It is a little sur- 
prising that a book so delightful and one so 
practical, withal, should come to its second 
edition only after a decade had passed away. 

Doctors are quick to buy the text-books 

which are often only compilations of dry 

detail and crude guess-work. But a work 
like this, which makes clear some occult 
things in medical science by explaining them 
through the imagination does not suit the 
humor of the many. It is a sad fact that 
there are readers who purposely avoid books 
that throw doubt on the direct efficacy of 
favorite prescriptions. They want an author 
to have a voice dogmatic and absolute, that 
their own waves of skepticism may be stilled, 
High authority for the liberal use of drugs 
pleases them better than philosophic analysis 
of the mode of action. The practical aim 
of Dr. Tuke’s book is expressed in his own 
language: “I want medical men who are in 
active practice to utilize this force of the 
imagination, to yoke it to the car of the son © 
of Apollo, and, rescuing it from the eccen- 
tric orbit of quackery, force it to tread, with 
measured step, the orderly paths of legiti- 

mate medicine.” No one can rise from a 

perusal of his effort without feeling that 

much of this remedial power is now usually 
wasted by those who know not its value, or 
lack the art of employing it effectually. 

Many changes for the better may be dis- 
cerned in this edition. Careful studies of 
the stigmata of Louise Latour, and of the 
miracles of the fountain of Lourdes add 
materially to its worth. Another evidence 
of thoroughness is to be found in the fre- 
quent reference to Darwin on Expression 
of the Emotions, and other noteworthy trea- 
tises that have appeared since 1872. Two 
new diagrams aid in explaining the action 

of the mind upon the body. J. W. H. 





Criminal Responsibility of the Insane. 
By Orpheus Evarts, M.D., Medical Super- 
intendent Cincinnati Sanitarium, College 
Hill, Ohio. Reprint. American Journal of 
Insanity, for April, 1884. 
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Second Annual Report of the Provincial 
Board of Health, of Ontario, being for the 
year 1883. Printed by order of the leg- 
islative assembly. Toronto: C. Blackett 
Robinson. 1884. 


Address in’Practical Medicine. By John 
Y. Shoemaker, A.M., M.D., Chairman of 
the Section of Practice, etc. Delivered be- 
fore the American Medical Association, at 
the thirty-fifth annual meeting, held at 
Washington, D. C., May 7, 1884. Phila- 
delphia. 1884. 


Trachoma and the Etiology of Jequirity 
Ophthalmia. By J. A. Andrews, M.D., 
New York, Member of the American Oph- 
thalmological Association, Ophthalmic Sur- 
geon to Charity ‘Hospital, etc. Read be- 
fore the New York County Medical Society, 
April 28,1884. Reprint. Archives of Medi- 
cine, Volume xi, No. 3, June, 1884. 


Brain Exhaustion with some preliminary 
considerations on Cerebral Dynamics. By 
J. Leonard Corning, M. D., formerly Resi- 
den Assistant Physician to the Hudson 
River State Hospital for the Insane, Fellow 
of the New York Academy of Medicine, 
Physician to the New York Neurological 
Infirmary, etc. New York: D. Appleton 
& Co., 1, 3, and 5 Bond St. 1884. 


Auscultation, Percussion, and Urinalysis. 
An epitome of the Physical Signs of the 
Heart, Lung, Liver, Kidney, and Spleen in 
Health and Disease. Edited by C. Henri 
Leonard, A. M., M. D., Professor of the 
Medical and Surgical Diseases of Women 
and Clinical Gynecology, Michigan College 
of Medicine, Detroit. Fully illustrated. 
Detroit, Michigan: ‘Issued by the IIlus- 
trated Medical Journal Co. Copyrighted 
1883. 


Practical Manual of Obstetrics. Dr. E. 
Verrier, Lecturer on Obstetrics in the Fac- 
ulty of Medicine, of Paris. Fourth edition. 
Enlarged and revised with the four ‘“ Ob- 
stetric Tables” of Professor Pajot. One 
hundred and five illustrations. First Amer- 
ican edition, with revision and annotations, 
by Edward L. Partridge, M. D., Professor 
of Obstetrics in the New York Post-Grad- 
uate Medical School. New York: William 
ee & Co., 56 and 58 Lafayette Place. 
1884. 


Hooper’s Physician’s Vade Mecum. A 
Manual of the Principles and Practice of 
Physic, with an outline of General Pathol- 
ogy, Therapeutics, and Hygiene. Tenth 


edition. Revised by William Augustus 
Guy, M. B., Cantab., F. R. S., Fellow of the 
Royal College of Physicians, late Profes- 
sor of Forensic Medicine and Hygiene, 
King’s College, London, etc., and John 
Harley, M. D., London, F. L. S., Fellow of 
the Royal College of Physicians, Honorary 
Fellow of King’s College, and late Physi- 
cian to the London Fever Hospital, etc. 
Volume 1. New York: William Wood & 
Co., 56 and 58 Lafayette Place. 1884. 


Medical Society of the State of Tennes- 
see. Transactions, 1884. Fifty-first annual 
meeting. C.C. Fite, M.D., Nashville, Sec. 

The volume contains the usual business 
records, the president’s address and twelve 
essays by the members, closing with a reprint 
of the constitution and by-laws of the Med- 
ical Society of the State of Tennessee. 

The address of the president, Dr. A. B. 
Tadlock, discusses questions of living pro- 
fessional interest both logically and elo- 
quently. The papers are well written, and 
most creditable to the organization. The ses- 
sion just passed was held in Chattanooga, on 
April 8, 1884. The next meeting will be 
held in Nashville, beginning on Tuesday, 
April 14, 1885. 


Transactions of the Medical Association 
of the State of Missouri, at its twenty-sixth 
annual session, held at Jefferson City, Mo., 
May 15, 16,and 17, 1883. R.H. Ohmann- 
Dumesnil, M.D., St. Louis, Mo., and D. V. 
Wale, M.D., Jasper, Mo., Recording Sec- 
retaries. St. Louis, Mo.: Ev. E. Carreras, 
Printer. 

Besides the regular business proceedings 
of this influential medical body and the 
president’s address, the volume contains 
twenty-three original essays with accom- 
panying discussion by the fellows. ; 

The address of the president is devoted 
to the discussion of “ Our Advances and 
Successes in Medicine—our Failures; the 
causes which have conduced to the latter, 
and the agencies which will promote the 
former.” 

While the papers are in the main brief, and 
made up largely of reports of interesting 
cases with appropriate comments, a few of 
them are quite elaborate, and giving evi- 
dence of special research and much orig- 
inal observation. 

The volume ends with a biographical 
sketch of the late John T. Hodgen, M.D., 
LL.D., in which the leading events of his 
long, useful, and eventful life are passed in 
review. 
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VAGINAL INJECTION OF BICHLORIDE OF 
MERCURY IN THE PUERPERAL STATE.—By 
Prof. Kehrer (Archives fiir Gynecologie). In 
the beginning of his use of the bichloride 
solution in obstetrical practice the author 
was very cautious, but as no harm occurred 
to the organism he thought the antiseptic 
could be used less fearlessly. In his clinic 
he used a solution of 1-4000. This was gen- 
erally injected before the first exploration of 
the pregnant woman. Then a tampon of 
cotton saturated in this solution was placed 
in the uterine canal, and in this way the 
whole vagina was disinfected. By this proc- 
ess the bacteria are driven off and destroyed, 
and it is impossible to carry them into the 
uterine canal on the examining finger. 

In childbed the vagina is washed out with 
this solution twice daily. The author ob- 
served the occurrence of fever in childbed 
less frequently after the use of this solution 
than after carbolic acid. Local affections 
did not occur so often as in the use of the 
last-named substance. 

One great recommendation of the bichlo- 
ride solution is its cheapness. In the case 
of a lying-in woman, for instance, who had 
had in all twenty-five injections of the bi- 
chloride, the cost reached .o12 cent. The 
use of carbolic acid would have amounted 
to sixty cents. Still another preference is the 
absence of odor in the corrosive sublimate. 

The author states that the principal dis- 
advantage in-the use of the bichloride is 
that if continued too long it shrivels up the 
vagina and cervix. It is also more likely 
to rust the instruments. These, however, 
as well as other disadvantages, are over- 
balanced by the great efficacy of this anti- 
septic. 

In the discussion following Prof. Kehrer’s 
article Dr. Prochowinick mentioned that in 
the hospital at Hamburg, since the use of 
this solution as a disinfectant, many dis- 
eases have appeared which must be referred 
to mercury, some having a dysenteric char- 
acter. Solutions have been used quite as 
strong as 1-2000. This alone would argue 
that no solution concentrated enough to do 
damage should be sold to midwives. 

Prof. Hegar, of Freiburg, said he agreed 
entirely with Kehrer. He had used the so- 
lution of mercury for two and a half years, 
and for a year and a half before that had 
used chlorine water. During this time, with 
a large collection of cases, he had none fatal 


until recently, when a moribund case of pye- 
mia occurred while he was suffering with a 
persistent panaritium on the finger. Hegar 
has the parts rinsed out after every exami- 
nation in partu. In childbed, however, his 
practice is to use it seldom unless the lochize 
are of bad odor. Hegar has used this solu- 
tion as well in numerous operations on the 
vagina, also in a highly diluted manner in 
laparotomy, and has never met with a bad 
result except one case of salivation, which he 
dragged through .three fourths of a year. 
This possibly depended on other causes, 
Hegar has seen the solution 1-10000 kill the 
spores, and this he holds as the best strength 
for antiseptic purposes. 

Prof. Schatz, of Rostock, has already used 
this solution eight years for the purpose of 
washing out the vagina. He was led to its 
use by the recommendation of Martin. He 
used one teaspoonful, a five-per-cent solu-’ 
tion, in one liter of water. On one occa- 
sion he saw salivation occur. It was in a 
woman with a very narrow vulva, where 
there was probably each time a portion of 
the solution retained. At present he uses 
a solution 1—4000. 

Dr. Battleheimer spoke in favor of weaker 
solutions, as he had seen toxic symptoms 
follow the use of strong ones. He used 
1-10000, which always worked better than 
a five-per-cent solution of carbolic acid. 
Having been ordered by the State to report 
on poisoning from quicksilver in the look- 
ing-glass manufactories, his investigations 
had led him to advise that no concentrated 
solution be allowed to midwives or other 
persons not responsible for results. He had 
seen two deaths from a concentrated car- 
bolic solution having been mistaken for other 
medicines. 

Prof. Kaltenbach, of Giéssen, has seen 
very good results follow the solution of bi- 
chloride as an antfseptic. He used 1-1000 
for hands. 1-2000 for vaginal injections, and 
1-3000 for irrigations in operations. He also 
saturated his sponges with it. 

Prof. Kiistner, of Jena, had by means of 
many examinations proved to his own satis- 
faction that in all parts of the uterus there 
appear micro-organisms in great numbers 
and varieties of form. While washing out 
the uterus with carbolic acid had no visible 
effect upon the micro-organism, they disap- 
peared under the use of the bichloride so- 
lution. 

Dr, Frankel, of Breslau, had in like man- 
ner found different forms of bacteria very 
numerous in the vagina and cavity of the 
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uterus of healthy women. In gonorrhea ap- 
pear great numbers of the gonokokken of 
Neisser. 

In the opinion of Frankel the solution 
1-2000 is the most effective in killing the 
gonokokken. lodoform is less sure. 

Frankel has seen gonokokken in vaginal 
secretions, cervical secretions also in epi- 
thelial cells. It is possible that no gonok- 
okken can be found on the next day after the 
injection. The gonorrhea, however, would 
still continue, because the solution injected 
was not strong enough to penetrate the 
deepest layers of the mucous membrane. 
On this. account Frankel has cauterized the 
superficial mucous layers, then made injec- 
tions of the bichloride solution. After eight 
days he found no more gonokokken pres- 
ent. The gonorrhea is not always healed 
at the disappearance of the gonokokken, yet 
always much earlier than formerly. One 
can cure an acute gonorrhea, but he can 
do little or nothing for the chronic variety. 
This is because he can not get down to the 
tubal mucous membrane. 


ANATOMY AND PATHOLOGY OF THE VES- 
TIBULUM VaGiIn#&.—Prof. L. Kleinwachter 
(Prager Medizinisher Wochenschrift.) If one 
notices the region about the opening of 
the female urethra, he notices two eleva- 
tions. These are of equal height, and sit- 
uated one to the right and the other to the 
left of the urethra, each containing a small 
orifice. In these openings one can insert a 
fine sound about one centimeter deep. The 
course of this little canal lies without the 
mucous but within the muscular tissue of 
the urethra: In those females who have al- 
ready given birth to children they are the 
most easily seen, as in this class the mucous 
membrane is somewhat thickened and re- 
laxed. On careful examination of these 
canals on the cadaver, one sees at the 
closed extremity little pockets, some side 
by side, others situated one above the other. 

These formations were first discovered 
and examined anatomically by Skene (Amer- 
ican Journal of Obstetrics, vol. xiii, 1880,) 
and by Kocks (Archives fur Gynecol., 
1882, bd. xx). Both inquirers made the dis- 
covery quite independently of each other. 
The explanation which these two writers 
gave to these formations is quite different. 
Skene, who made his researches in common 
with Westbrock, described them as the ex- 
cretory ducts of glands; Kocks called them 
the persistent exits of the Wolffian bodies, 
the canals of Gartner. 


The author found, on his examination of 
more than twenty women, the assertions of 
these investigators to be true. On only 
two occasions was he unable to find glandu- 
lar elements. In the opinion of Kocks and 
also the author, the little pockets are not 
identical with the glandule vestibuli min- 
ores of Luschka, or with the lacune in the 
neighborhood of the orificium urethre, 
spoken of by Henle; neither with the fol- 
liculares mucipares isoles et agmines of 
Huguier. 

Skene said, further, that he observed 
troubles and pains in women, which could 
be traced back to an inflamed condition of 
these canals. This, according to him, always 
extends from former inflammation of the 
vulvar, urethral or vaginal mucous mem- 
brane. He had under his observation a 
woman, aged thirty, who suffered from spe- 
cific blenorrhea ; after a time the patient was 
cured of this disease, yet a heavy pain re- 
mained in the vulva, which defied all known 
remedies. So Skene discovered the canals 
in question at the site of the disease. He 
made injections of tincture iodine and cau- 
terized with argenti nitras. The patient 
previous to this had been treated eight 
months without success. Under this treat- 
ment, however, she soon recovered. 

The author, in his own practice, met a 
twenty-three years’ old maiden who had for 
three years suffered from pruritus vulve. 
She had been subjected to all kinds of rem- 
edies, but no success followed. The patient 
looked ailing, but further than this showed 
no signs of disease. The mucous mem- 
brane of the vagina was very much red- 
dened, and here and there scratched off. 
Every touch caused pain but also increased 
the desire to scratch. On account of the 
violent itching, the patient became addicted 
to masturbation. There was no virulent 
catarrh present. 

The author put the patient under chloro- 
form and cut the hymen through right and 
left. He then cauterized it and the mucous 
membrane of the vulvz with the hot iron. 
After eight days the burning and itching 
was lessened, and the.disease confined to 
the neighborhood of the meatus urinarius. 
The vulvar mucous membrane was com- 
pletely healed, but the meatus urinarius was 
swollen and inflamed. The author found 
that by.pressure on the canals in question 
pus exuded. On this account tincture of 
iodine was injected and also brushed over 
the swollen mucous membrane of the mea- 
tus urinarius. This was repeated a few 
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times, of course causing some pain, after 
which a complete cure took place. When 
seen a number of months later, the patient 
had been all the time entirely free from pain. 
Author believed that the inflammation of 
the canal was the primary trouble. Possibly 
the masturbation which had been practiced 
played a part in advancing the disease. 
E. S. McKesr, M.D. 


CINCINNATI. 








Correspoudence. 


Editor Louisville Medical News: 

Clinical courses for practical physicians, 
comprising all the special branches, are 
held every month in the Polyclinic at Ber- 
lin (Germany), Carlstrasse 30. The courses 
begin with the first week day of each 
month, and last a whole month, lectures 
being given on every working day. The 
number of participants is limited to six 
for every course. Should more than six ap- 
ply for the same course, an extra or parallel 
course will be organized. 

To all those physicians wishing to per- 
fect themselves in a special branch, the op- 
portunity is given to serve three months as 
assistants in that particular branch. Those 
gentlemen having served as assistants will 
be allowed, in appropriate cases, to con- 
duct the extra or parallel courses. 

We intend to elevate the Berlin Poly- 
clinic to an international medical school 
for the improvement of physicians of every 
country. In order to have the courses 
conducted in foreign languages, assistant- 
ships will be conferred also to foreign phy- 
sicians. Yours very respectfully, 

Lupwic LoEwE, 
Surgeon General, Berlin Polyclinic. 
BERLIN, June 13, 1884. 








Selections. 


Earty ExpLoraTory TREPHINING IN DE- 
PRESSED FRACTURES OF THE SKULL.—Prof. 
John B. Roberts read, before the Philadel- 
phia County Medical Society, June 18, 
1884, a very instructive paper upon this 
prime surgical theme, from which we ex- 
tract the following (Maryland Medical Jour- 
nal): 

i am not a believer in the pathology that 
the symptoms which we cal] “ compression 


of the brain” are due to displacing pres- 
sure exerted on the brain substance. How 
can a slight or even a considerable depres- 
sion of a limited area of bone produce 
much pressure upon the brain substarice? 
How can the unusually limited extravasa- 
tion of blood under the seat of fracture 
fatally compress the brain, which is of 
firmer consistence than the blood itself? 
A rapidly acting heart, after violent exer- 
cise, will throw enough additional blood 
into the cerebral vessels to produce more 
intra-cranial pressure than the ordinary de- 
pressed fracture. The complexus of symp- 
toms called compression of the brain may 
be the result of a disturbance in the local 
capillary circulation of the membranes and 
subjacent nervous tissue; but I can not be- 
lieve it to be due to compression or dis- 
placement of the brain itself. It is more 
probable that compression symptoms are 
the results of encephalitis, due to injury 
from spicules of the inner table, or to the 
irritation of intra-cranial bleeding. 

As soon as the profession repudiates the 
idea that brain displacement is what causes 
compression symptoms, so soon will every 
surgeon be convinced that early trephining 
is a proper exploratory procedure in order 
to determine what measures are demanded 
to avert encephalic inflammation. 

“ Compression of the brain,” as seen after 
injury, should be translated “ inflammation 
of the brain,” and looked upon as probably 
due to unrelieved irritation of the brain 
periphery from traumatic causes. Not un- 
til this is so understood will the discussion 
as to the utility of trephining in depressed 
fractures cease. 

I repeat, then, that trephining is not a 
therapeutic but an exploratory operation; . 
and, as’ such, is demanded with much 
greater frequency than is usually supposed. 
If it is to be employed for exploratory and 
diagnostic purposes, early resort thereto 
needs no defense. 

When about to use the trephine itself for 
perforating the skull, to allow elevation and 
extraction of fragments, the surgeon should 
select a small conical instrument; one not 
over three eighths of an inch in outside 
diameter at the cutting end is large enough. 
Those usually kept by the instrument-makers 
are too large. It is only necessary to bore 
an opening sufficiently large to admit the 
end of the elevator ; hence a small trephine 
is always more proper than a large one, ex- 
cept in those comparatively rare cases 
where a large disk is to be removed over 
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the line of‘an old depressed fracture. Re- 
cently I visited the four principal instru- 
ment-makers of Philadelphia, and could 
not find in stock any trephine as small as 
that which I recommend. The belief 
which has caused trephines to be made so 
large is founded on an erroneous theory. 

In recent depressed fractures the trephine 
crown should be applied upon the solid 
bone, and should overlap the ast depressed 
edge of the displaced fragment. This al- 
lows more ready elevation or extraction by 
means of the elevator, because the most de- 
pressed edge is very frequently beveled, 
with the inner table broken at a more dis- 
tant spot, and is thereby wedged under the 
solid portion of the skull at that side. Ele- 
vation at the least depressed edge is effect- 
ed more readily and with less danger to the 
brain from the manipulation. 

To conclude, I assert that in all subcuta- 
neous injuries of the head with possible ex- 
istence of depressed fracture, an immediate 
exploratory incision should be made in the 
scalp. In all instances of depressed frac- 
ture with fossible existence of splintering 
and spiculation of the inner table, an im- 
mediate exploratory trephining of the skull 
should be done. 


ARTIFICIAL HELIOTROPINE (PIPERONAL). 
The starting-point in the manufacture of 
artificial heliotrophine which is now so 
much used in perfumery, is white pepper. 

The first operation is the extraction of 
piperine with alcohol. Piperine is then 
converted into potassium piperate by boil- 
ing it for twenty-four hours with its own 
weight of caustic potash and from five to 
six parts of alcohol, using an inverted Lie- 
big’s condenser. On cooling, the potassium 
piperate, which crystallizes out in shining 
yellow laminz, is washed with cold alcohol 
and re-crystallized with hot water; if col- 
ored, it is bleached by animal charcoal. 

The next and last operation consists in 
the formation of piperonal, or artificial he- 
liotropine. , 

One part of potassium piperate is dis- 
solved in from forty to fifty parts of hot 
water, and a solution of two parts of potas- 
sium permanganate gradually poured in 
under constant stirring. A pasty mass is 
formed, which is placed on a filter and 
washed with hot water until the washings 
cease to smell of heliotropine. The filtrate 
and washings are then fractionally distilled 
over an open fire. The first portions of 
distillate contain the largest proportion of 


piperonal (heliotropine), the greater part of 
which crystallizes out on cooling. The re- 
mainder may be obtained by shaking with 
ether.— Chemist and Druggist. 


PUERPERAL Mastitis.—Jn the Archiv f. 
Gyn., Bd. 22, Hft. 2, Dr. Otto Kiistner dis- 
cusses the question whether puerperal mas- 
titis can ever arise from the retention of 
milk within a milk duct. He has observed 
cases that have made it certain (to himself) 
that mastitis can be produced in this way. 
For a long time he held the views promul- 
gated by Billroth and Winkel, that mastitis 
is invariably a secondary process, the result 
of infection, that the source of infection lies 
in rhagades and excoriations of the nipples, 
and that the accompanying milk retention 
is caused by swelling of the glandular tissues, 
but his observations have now led him to 
change his opinion. Schroeder considers 
blocking of the milk ducts and the conse- 
quent milk stasis to be the most frequent 
cause of mastitis. Kiistner, on the other 
hand, believes that the affection only rarely 
arises in this way. When it does, the pa- 
tient has only suckled her child a short time 
or not at all, and rhagades have never been 

resent. These cases run a milder course 
in regard to fever, pain, and redness than 
those inflammations that arise from infec- 
tion. The infiltration may be dispersed 
by pressure with the elastic bandage; in 
other cases the redness is circumscribed, 
and distinct fluctuation indicates incision. 
No pus, however, escapes, but milk in 
various stages of condensation. In such 
a case wide incisions, drainage, and anti- 
septic washings-out are unnecessary. The 
wound generally heals quickly under a com- 
press, and without the accumulation of fresh 
secretion.— Medical Press. 


SuLPHUR.—The Engineer states that the 
world’s average product of sulphur is about 


‘280,000 tons, of an average value of 109.20 


lire per ton = 30,793,000 lire, or over £1,- 
200,000. Of this total, Sicily produces 242,- 
ooo tons. There is an export duty of eleven 
lire per ton on sulphur, and the average ex- 
port is 216,000 tons. The Sicilian sulphur 
is mostly exported raw, as it comes from 
the kilns. It is of seven qualities, the 
values varying from ror to 115 lire per ton. 
Except in the better-worked “ so/faré,” the 
separation of the sulphur from the earths in 
which it is contained is still conducted in 
Sicily by means of kilns (calcuroni), which 
do not require any additional fuel, but 





Oa ETO 





32 LOUISVILLE MEDICAL NEWS. 


which entail the consumption and loss of 
about one third of the sulphur itself. About 
18,000 hands are employed in the Sicilian 


-  solfare,;’ of whom about 14,000 work in 


the interior of the mines, including those 
employed in the transport of the ore to the 
surface. The sulphur in many mines is still 
carried to the surface on the backs of boys, 
of whom there are about 3,500. 


RESECTION OF MUSCLES IN INFANTILE 
ParaLysis.—Mr. Keetley has recently un- 
dertaken the resection of part of the quad- 
riceps extensor femoris in a case of infantile 
paralysis, causing inability to extend the 
right knee. By shortening the weak, re- 
laxed, and partly atrophied muscle, the op- 
erator hoped to increase its strength, with 
the aid of electricity during recovery from 
the operation. Mr. Willett has already re- 
sected the tendo-Achillis in paralytic talipes 
calcaneus, with good results, finding that 
the shortening of the abnormally elongated 
tendon enables the muscles of the calf to 
regain some portion of their lost functions, 
especially when the ‘muscular wasting has 
been chiefly due to disease, and has not 
advanced too far. Mr. Keetley’s patient 
was a boy aged six, who had suffered from 
paralysis of the right lower extremity for 
four years, and the muscular atrophy was 
not complete, yet sufficient to prevent 
thorough extension of the knee. A longi- 
tudinal incision was made in front of the 
thigh, about three inches in length, ending 
an inch above the patella; the skin was 
held apart by retractors, and one inch of 
the entire substance of the quadriceps was 
cut away with scissors, about two inches 
above the patella. The separated ends 
were united by means of about one dozen 
carbolized catgut ligatures. Esmarch’s band- 
age had been applied before operation, and 
only one small artery required ligature. 
The wound was dressed with a small iodo- 
form pad and carbolic gauze, and the limb 
placed on a back-splint at an angle of sixty 
degrees with the bed. The operation was 
performed on May sth. The wound heal 
ed rapidly and perfectly, and, when a suffi- 
cient time has elapsed, the results will be 
made known.— British Medical Journal. 


MILK AND SCARLET Fever.—Mr. W. H. 
Power’s report on an outbreak of scarlatina 
in certain districts of London, published in 
the newly issued twelfth report of the Local 
Government Board, contains a remarkable 
and somewhat alarming hypothesis. The 


outbreak in question was distinctly con- 
nected with milk obtained from a farm near 
Farnham, in Surrey; but no scarlet fever, 
nor any illness in the remotest degree re- 
sembling it, had occurred at this farm; yet 
the evidence is pretty conclusive that the 
milk was contaminated with the contagion 
of scarlet fever before it reached Charing 
Cross Station. Mr. Power was thus led to 
start the theory that the milk was infected 
by the cow itself, and, as a corollary of this, 
that a cow may be able to transmit the poi- 
son of scarlet fever without herself mani- 
festing any signs of disease. This theory 
has been, to some extent, supported by 
some experiments made by Dr. Klein, who 
has found that, if a cow who has recently 
calved be inoculated with human scarlatina, 
she is affected by an ailment not accompa- 
nied by fever, or by any alteration in the 
quantity or visible qualities of the milk; 
this ailment was, in Dr. Klein’s opinion, 
transmissible by inoculation of an infinites- 
imal quantity of pus to the dog, and there 
was evidence that the induced disease in 
the dog could be transmitted to other dogs. 
The line of research suggested is undoubt- 
edly of great importance, but the facts at 
present in our possession are hardly suffi- 
cient to allow us to come to a decision. 
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OFFICIAL List of Changes in the Stations and 
Duties of Officers serving in the Medical Depart- 
ment, United States Army, from June 29, 1884, to 
July 5, 1884. 

Hartsuff, Albert, Major and Surgeon (Fort 
Riley, Kansas), granted leave of absence for one 
month, with permission to apply for one month’s 
extension, to take effect when his services can be 
spared. (Par 6, S. O. 130, Hdqrs. Department of 
Missouri, June 25, 1884.) Middleton, J. V. D., 
Major and Surgeon, ordered to relieve Surgeon B. 
E, Fryer, from duty as Post Surgeon, Fort Leaven- 
worth, Kansas, on or before July 1st. (Par 5, S. 
O. 133, Hdgqrs. Department of Missouri, June 28, 
1884.) Girard, J. B., Captain and Assistant-Sur- 

eon, ordered to relieve Surgeon W. E. Waters, 
rom duty as Post Surgeon, Plattsburg Barracks, 
Plattsburg, N. Y. Sugyeon Waters, wpon being 
relieved, directed to return to his proper station, 
Madison Barracks, N. Y. (Par 3, S. O: 131, 
Hdgqrs. Department of East, June 30, 1884) 
Benham, R. B., First-Lieutenant and Assistant- 
Surgeon, from Department of Dakota to Depart+ 
ment of Texas. Gergas, Wm. C., First-Lieutenant 
and Assistant-Surgeon, from Department of Texas 
to Department of Dakota. (Par 8, S. O. 150, A 
G. O., June 28, 1884.) Wales, Philip G., First- 
Lieutenant and Assistant-Surgeon, from Old Fort 
Colville, Washington Territory, to Fort Coeur 
d’Alene, Idaho. (Par 3, S. O. 89, Hdqrs. Depart- 
ment of Columbia, June 23, 1884.) 





